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PROject DeScRiPtiON

KompUEterchen4KMU: Usability engineering network for mobile business software from SMEs for SMEs

to be without mobile devices such as smartphones and tablets on a daily basis has become unthinkable. these 
devices, along with the appropriate apps, are now even provided to employees by their companies. to gain success 
in the fast growing market for mobile business apps, software developers must to take into account the specific 
features of mobile software. Only then will the products have high usability. this presents a problem for small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMes): neither current approaches to software development nor usability engineering 
methods are suited to mobile systems for SMes. the specifics of SMes, such as limited resources, are not taken into 
account and practical templates and support is lacking.

the kompUeterchen4kMU project – part of an initiative sponsored by the german Federal Ministry of economics 
and technology on digitalisation for SMes – is developing SMe-based approaches to software development as 
well as establishing a network of usability expertise for mobile business software. the aim is to help SMes remain 
competitive by disseminating usability engineering expertise.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiONS

m2c lab
the mobile media and communication lab (m2c lab) headed by Prof. thomas Ritz at aachen‘s University of applied 
Sciences is involved in innovation for mobile and internet--based information systems. the m2c lab carries out 
publically funded projects and also offers SMes advice on mobile software for businesses.

GRÜN Software AG
gRÜN Software ag is an aachen-based software supplier for specialist sectors such as membership organisations 
and charities. its gRÜN VeWa software processes membership and donations in germany worth around one billion 
euros annually making gRÜN the leading supplier of software in germany for this sector. the company is becoming 
increasingly involved in developing mobile applications.

cONtact

FH Aachen/m2c lab
eupener Straße 70
52066 aachen

Prof. Dr. thomas Ritz (Project head) 
+49 (0)241 60 09 52 136
ritz@fh-aachen.de

GRÜN Software AG
augustastr. 78
52070 aachen

Dr. Oliver grün
+49 (0)241 18 900
kontakt@gruen.net
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Ideas for the car of the future: Power from four motors

energy efficiency and driving safety are the dominant issues within the car industry. Prof. Dr. hermann gebhard 
and Prof. Dr. Klaus eden from the University of applied Sciences and arts in Dortmund are beating a new path. 
Four individually controlled electric motors are positioned directly at the wheels, delivering direct power transmis-
sion. they replace conventional powertrains made up of combustion engines, gearboxes, differentials and exhaust 
systems. the result is an innovative, electronically controlled drive system without the complexity of a mechanical 
system.

“the principle has already been used successfully in warehouse vehicles but not yet on road vehicles”, said project 
head, Prof. Dr. hermann gebhard. this is what researchers from the university, in cooperation with the engineer-
ing firm of creative Data ag, want to change. their project is developing energy management systems as well as 
drive control units that synchronize the four drives. the project also aims to simplify the interfacing of electrical 
components. two control units are being developed; one uses sensors to acquire actual motion data and to deliver 
speed data to each of the motors, the other is responsible for overall energy management. Furthermore, energy 
generated from braking is refed into the battery system.

this design of the drive system enables new types of stability programmes (eSP) to be experimented with and 
optimised. Until now, these could only be theoretically tested. a special feature of the new eSP systems includes 
braking as well as acceleration of each individual wheel. creative Data ag is the business partner whose tasks in-
clude the chassis and suspension systems and all things associated with road worthiness.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

Creative Data AG
creative Data ag is a private company established in September 2001 by a small group of people. it has grown 
continuously since then and has overcome many hurdles to make a name for itself among its customers. the com-
pany offers developmental support services and integrated solutions for the engineering sector. More than 160 
people are currently employed by creative Data ag and its subsidiaries cD Services gmbh, cD projects gmbh and 
creative Data inc. the backbone of the company is made up of highly qualified engineers, technicians, it specialists 
and economists with a range of expertise.

cONtact

FH Dortmund 
University of Applied Sciences and Arts
Faculty of information technology 
and electrical engineering
Sonnenstraße 96
44139 Dortmund

Prof. Dr. Klaus eden 
+49 (0)231 9112 108
eden@fh-dortmund.de

Prof. Dr. hermann gebhard 
+49 (0)231 9112 367
gebhard@fh-dortmund.de

Creative Data AG 
Robert-Bosch-Str. 10
50769 cologne
+49 (0)221 33 77 270
info@creative-data.de
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Development of industrial dryers

Modern industrial dryer development is characterised by increasing technical demands and the need to keep in-
vestment and operating costs low. Many development projects involve new innovations that carry with them high 
technological risks. against this background, computer-based developmental methods are being increasingly ap-
plied that are required to reliably predict drying efficiency and energy consumption.

Over recent years, the Fluid Mechanics laboratory at Münster‘s University of applied Sciences and Münstermann 
gmbh & co. Kg have been successfully working together on this topic in joint R&D projects. a direct consequence 
of the collaboration is a new type of strategic partnership.

the aim of the R&D partnership is to establish new developmental approaches for industrial drying systems  
based on computation fluid dynamics (cFD) and experimentation. complex physical phenomena, such as ventila-
tor performance, heating registers and fluid flow components, are examined under experimental conditions using, 
for example, laser measuring techniques, and then converted into mathematical models. these models are embe-
dded into cFD to provide reliable output – even for complete systems – as well as computing times that make the 
use of cFD in development work economically viable. this enables the fast development of new, highly efficient 
generations of dryers.

the partners claim this provides increased planning security, quicker decision making processes, better knowledge 
transfer and therefore shorter development times and lower costs.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

Münstermann – specialists for special needs
Bernd Münstermann gmbh & co. Kg is one of the leading manufacturers of industrial dryers, thermoprocessing 
equipment, complex material processing and high quality systems for dedusting, extraction and filtering. the  
products and services offered by Münstermann generally concern tailor-made systems for specific customers or 
applications.

the company has decades of experience in applications for a range of different industrial sectors. its main custo-
mers include manufacturers of construction materials, offshore sea cabling producers, the aerated concrete, cera-
mics and refractory industries, steel and metal production, and automotive suppliers. they combine thermoproc-
essing, material processing, air purification and the control and automation technologies associated with these, 
and are therefore able to offer partial as well as complete system solutions. Production takes place in germany at 
their site in telgte.

cONtact

Münster University of Applied Sciences
Fluid Dynamics laboratory
Stegerwaldstraße 39
48565 Steinfurt

Prof. Dr. hans-arno jantzen 
jantzen@fh-muenster.de
+49 (0)2551 96 27 43  

Bernd Münstermann GmbH & Co. KG
lengericherstrasse 22
48291 telgte

Frank Münstermann
frank.muenstermann@muenstermann.com
+49 (0)2504 98 000
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

 Teletherapy for post-stroke aphasia

around 200,000 people in germany suffer from a stroke each year. in the acute stage, 38% present speech disor-
ders (aphasia); 18% then become chronic. teletherapy offers aphasia sufferers an innovative opportunity to inten-
sively train their communication skills independently while still under the supervision of a therapist. a web-based 
programme of treatment (Diatrain) has been developed that can be used to practice typical dialogues using struc-
tured video sequences.

a pilot study on five patients has already demonstrated the effectiveness of such video-based aphasia treatment. 
the aim is to further examine the effectiveness of Diatrain using a controlled group study. Special focus is given to 
improving general communication skills as well as to the acceptance of media-based training over conventional 
aphasia treatments. Quality of life issues for sufferers and support for relatives are also to be investigated.

the study covers a three week treatment phase and three control examinations. During the treatment phase, either 
teletherapy (Diatrain) or conventional aphasia treatment is to be offered. test persons are allocated on a random 
basis. cisco, the business partner, is to provide the video conferencing system for the teletherapy.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

Cisco Systems Deutschland
Networks are now an important technological part of business and daily life. cisco products use the internet proto-
col (iP) which forms the basis for these networks and has made the company the worldwide leader of network sys-
tems for the internet. the internet now already connects around 10 billion elements – but that is just one percent 
of what is possible. cisco champions the continued networking of people, processes, data and things and speaks 
of an “internet of everything”. the internet of everything will give businesses almost unlimited opportunities. the 
interplay of people, processes, data and things via the internet will enable businesses to optimise processes and 
to use resources more efficiently to gain competitive advantage. cisco estimates the potential for businesses at 
14.4 trillion US dollars. in 2012, cisco had a turnover of 46.06 billion US dollars. the company currently has 66,639 
employees worldwide, with john t. chambers as its ceO and president since 1995.

cONtact

Hochschule für Gesundheit
Universitätsstraße 105
44789 Bochum

elisabeth Meyer
+49 (0)234 77 72 76 18
elisabeth.meyer@hs-gesundheit.de 

Prof. Dr. Kerstin Bilda
+49 (0)234 77 72 76 10
kerstin.bilda@hs-gesundheit.de

Cisco Systems GmbH 
hansaallee 249
40549 Düsseldorf

Dr. Klaus juffernbruch
+49 (0)171 333 59 46
kjuffern@cisco.com
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Differential diagnostics using microchip technology

a research project by the hamm-lippstadt University of applied Sciences and the Dortmund-based company iX-
factory gmbh aims to develop a microchip to enable fast and simple diagnosis of leukaemia from just a few drops 
of blood. Using “lab-on-a-chip” technology, specific antibodies will enable diagnoses of acute myeloid leukaemia 
(aMl) and acute lymphatic leukaemia (all). the micro system under development will receive bone marrow and/
or blood samples; antibodies then bind to the diseased cells and, following further processing, a signal is emitted. 
the main benefit over conventional laboratory analyses is a significant gain in time. the earlier a precise diagnosis 
can be made, the earlier treatment can begin against such an aggressive disease. the research project has been 
made possible by €175,000 of funding from the german Federal Ministry of economics and technology as part of 
its innovation programme for SMes.

characterisation of the surface molecules for the microchip is taking place at the university‘s laboratories. the 
project head, Prof. Dr. lara tickenbrock, is collaborating with Prof. Dr. thomas Kirner and Dr. antje hascher on the 
development of the chip‘s “identification system”. the microchip technology development is in the hands of the 
Dortmund-based company iX-factory gmbh. the product is being supported by Prof. Dr. med. carsten Müller-
tidow who heads the department for leukaemia at Münster‘s University clinic. the project runs until january 2015.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

iX-factory GmbH
iX-factory gmbh is already an independent and leading provider of technical services for micro and nano techno-
logies. these services include MeMS Foundry Service, its developmental and project work, prototype development 
and series manufacturing. the company was established in 2007 and is based in Dortmund‘s aspiring MNt cluster. 
iX-factory gmbh specialises in the manufacture of innovative and high quality silicone and glass MeMS/NeMS and 
MOeMS/NOeMS products. its core areas of activity are lab-on-a-chip, MeMS structures, BioMeMS and applications 
for integrated optics. iX- factory gmbh advises its customers on the right source materials for the technology being 
used as well as on the glass and silicone structuring. the team is highly qualified and motivated and always has the 
success of its customers in mind.

cONtact

Hamm-Lippstadt University of Applied Sciences 
Peter-Röttgen-Platz 10  
59063 hamm

Kerstin heinemann
+49 (0)2381 87 89 106
kerstin.heinemann@hshl.de
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iX-factory GmbH
Konrad-adenauer-allee 11  
44263 Dortmund

Dr. grudrun Schirmer
+49 (0)231 47 73 05 80
g.Schirmer@ix-factory.de
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Steel worm: Copper and tin free worm gears with increased efficiency and power density – 
substituting bronze for steel

a total of 13 partners from industry and universities are involved in a research project to develop a new design 
of worm gear. the alternative gear is to have the benefits of a worm system, and to have bronze replaced by steel  
while still retaining the wear properties of bronze. the new combinations of material and surface treatment pro-
cess should drastically reduce production costs while increasing efficiency.

Using steel instead of bronze in drive systems has clear advantages. Steel is produced in germany removing the 
dependency on imports. a steel-to-steel gear pair is more efficient than a steel-to-bronze. and steel-to-steel pair-
ings have greater mechanical resilience than bronze. however, the current state of technology does not permit the 
manufacture of highly resilient worm drives using steel-to-steel pairings.
the steel-worm project follows the high-tech strategy of increasing the competitiveness of the german economy. 
it takes an innovative holistic approach to value creation and the use of worm drives. the required expertise is ob-
tained from partners in a range of different industrial sectors and universities. if the project is a success, savings on 
capital costs, the securing of jobs in high-wage germany and a reduction in energy consumption can be expected 
across a range of sectors.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

Bonfiglioli Vectron GmbH
With annual volumes exceeding two million drives, motors and frequency inverters, Bonfiglioli is one of the world‘s 
leading manufacturers of components for drive technology. Bonfiglioli Vectron gmbh is a subsidiary of Bonfigli-
oli Deutschland gmbh and part of the Bonfiglioli group. Bonfiglioli has production sites in germany and italy. 
its headquarters for the advanced development of drives is in Krefeld, germany. Bonfiglioli is a member of the 
german Research association for Power transmission engineering FVa, underlining its research credentials. as an 
internationally operating company, it has also established itself as a major supplier of systems focusing on the 
production of gear and drive systems with an annual turnover of around €650 million and employing some 2,500 
staff. a total of 300 work in germany with 130 of these at the Krefeld site.

cONtact

Hochschule Niederrhein, 
University of Applied Sciences
Reinarzstraße 49 
47805 Krefeld 

Prof. Dr. andreas hoppermann
+49 (0)2151 82 25 113
andreas.hoppermann@hs-niederrhein.de 

Bonfiglioli Vectron GmbH
europark Fichtenhain B6
47807 Krefeld

Philipp Kauffmann
+49 (0)2151 83 96 326
kauffmann@vectron.net

07

h
O

ch
Sc

h
U

le
 N

ie
D

eR
Rh

ei
N

, U
N

iV
eR

Si
tY

 O
F 

a
PP

li
eD

 S
ci

eN
ce

S



PROject DeScRiPtiON

Tiger chip: High-tech made in Ostwestfalen-Lippe

the Ostwestfalen-lippe University’s institute for industrial it (init) and the Fraunhofer application center for in-
dustrial automation (iOSB-iNa) have jointly developed a technological milestone: the tiger chip. the silicone chip 
holds a complete computer with 30 million transistors on an area spanning just 15mm by 15mm. it enables large 
volumes of data to be transferred within fractions of seconds between machines, complex systems and the inter-
net. this makes automation technology very flexible.

the clients for the €6 million project were Phoenix contact, the number 1 in electronic connector technology, and 
the Nuremberg Siemens company, the world‘s number 1 for industrial automation. the companies use the tiger 
chip themselves which is freely available on the market. 

the vision of both research institutes of an internet for machines where information is available at any place, any 
time and at the required quality has been brought closer by the chip. it has created a basis to create transformable 
and reconfigurable production systems that can respond better to the changing needs of customers and fluctuat-
ing levels of demand.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiONS

Phoenix Contact
the company’s headquarters are in Blomberg (Ostwestfalen-lippe). it has developed into a multinational company 
since its founding in 1923. Five german production sites and seven international manufacturing facilities make up 
the company‘s production network.
Phoenix contact operates in five business areas: industrial connector technology, device connection systems,  
surge suppression, signal conditioning, and automation technology. in 2014 the company employed some 14,000 
personnel. around 80 agencies manage domestic sales within germany while global sales are carried out by a net-
work of 50 subsidiary companies and around 30 european and overseas agencies.

Siemens
Siemens is an integrated technology company with four main activities: energy, medical technology, industry, and 
infrastructure and cities. it has representations in 190 countries and it’s one of the world’s largest companies for 
electrical engineering and electronics.

cONtact

Ostwestfalen-Lippe 
University of Applied Sciences
institute for industrial information technology 
liebigstraße 87 
32657 lemgo

Prof. Dr. jürgen jasperneite
+49 (0)5261 70 25 72
juergen.jasperneite@hs-owl.de 
juergen.jasperneite@iosb-ina.fraunhofer.de

PHOENIX CONTACT Electronics GmbH
Dringenauer Straße 30
31812 Bad Pyrmont

gunnar leßmann
+49 (0)5281 94 61 523
glessmann@phoenixcontact.com

Siemens AG
Werner-von-Siemens-Straße 50
92224 amberg

albert tretter
+49 (0)9621 80 31 35
albert.tretter@siemens.com
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Automotive expertise in South Westphalia

the automotive center Südwestfalen (acS) in attendorn and the Vehicle electronics centre of excellence (KFe) 
in lippstadt, South Westphalia are two pioneering and future-oriented platforms for research & development in 
the automotive sector. the platform enables close collaboration between companies and universities. the auto-
motive supply industry is one of South Westphalia‘s most important economic sectors and employs more than 
40,000 personnel. the challenge facing companies is for vehicle manufacturers to increase involvement of their 
suppliers at the pre-development stage of production so that they take on more of the risks associated with new 
developments. industry and academia is to open up new forms of collaboration via even closer integration. this 
means products for the next-generation of vehicles are to be developed near to where they are used. this will also 
secure future jobs in the South Westphalia region. Both centres are joint ventures involving the automotive supply 
industry, universities and regional government. they were set up in 2011 as part of the “Regionale 2013“ structural 
development programme and funded by the NRW state government, the eU and other stakeholders. these stake-
holders include regional companies, the South Westphalia University of applied Sciences, University of Siegen, and 
hamm-lippstadt University of applied Sciences.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiONS

ACS – Automotive Center Südwestfalen GmbH
acS in attendorn provides developmental support for lightweight construction in the automotive manufactur-
ing sector. the company provides state-of the-art infrastructure, equipment, software and specialist personnel for 
pre-production projects, and specialises in bodywork and chassis systems as well as efficient production processes 
for metal, plastic and hybrid material combinations. in conjunction with both the South Westphalia University of 
applied Sciences and the other universities, predominantly small- and medium-sized companies are able to un-
dertake projects on the cost-efficient production of lightweight automotive parts and thereby meet the demands 
specific to electromobility.

KFE – Fahrzeug Elektronik GmbH
KFe in lippstadt focuses its activities primarily on electromobility and in particular research into components and 
systems for hybrid and electric vehicles. its development work covers hybrid concepts for electric vehicles inclu-
ding alternative versions of battery and fuel-cell technology. One element common to all these versions is the elec-
trical drive system which requires high-voltage; and high-voltage systems require new types of solutions. at KFe, 
all areas of innovation related to electromobility are catered for under one roof. its laboratories are fully equipped 
to deal with anything associated with electric vehicles.

cONtact

South Westphalia University of Applied Sciences
Frauenstuhlweg 31
58644 iserlohn

Prof. Dr. erwin Schwab
+49 (0)2371 56 62 13
schwab.erwin@fh-swf.de

KFE – Fahrzeug Elektronik GmbH
erwitter Straße 105
59557 lippstadt

Friedrich Waldeyer
+49 (0)2941 27 03 40
info@kfe-lippstadt.de

ACS – Automotive Center Südwestfalen GmbH
Kölner Straße 125
57439 attendorn 
+49 (0)2722 97 84 500
info@acs-innovations.de
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Secure eMobility (SecMobil)

electromobility is heavily reliant on information and communications technology systems (ict) so modern it se-
curity is increasingly becoming a key general purpose technology. in electromobility‘s next developmental phase, 
all those involved will want systems that can be trusted. From an economic perspective, it security will have to be 
closely linked to business models and subjected to legal scrutiny. the current project therefore offers not only the 
piloting of crucial security technologies, but also the development of new business models whose long-term sta-
bility is assured by comprehensive it security. the project is to develop the following technologies which will open 
up the market potential of secure electromobility:

• Technologies that provide reliable and secure power supplies
• Basic in-vehicle security technologies that provide additional services (such as function enabling, application 
(app) store, identification using the new personal iD cards and software updates) to enable new business models
• Basic security technologies for infrastructure and functions to pilot, for example, identity management and ac-
counting procedures between different domains

a special feature of SecMobil is a holistic approach to it security. it addresses all levels of the system, from energy 
capture through to cloud networking, with both technical and legal aspects being considered. the Westphali-
an University of applied Sciences gelsenkirchen Bocholt is partnered by the institute for internet Security if(is), 
with if(is) being responsible for developing the security framework (www.secmobil.com). if(is) is involved in a wide  
range of internet security topics and has established itself as a global research institute. its fields include: 
early-warning internet systems, trusted computing, identity management (new personal identity card, federation 
concepts, trust models, etc.), email security, “Security for Smart car, Smart grid, Smart traffic, Smart home” (security 
requirements for the internet of things and its Smart Objects), web-service security, and it security in distributed 
systems.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiONS

ESCRYPT GmbH – Embedded Security
eScRYPt – embedded Security is the world‘s leading system supplier for embedded security. it possesses extensive 
expertise in embedded security and is familiar with all relevant sectors of the industry. the company provides a range 
of services from security product consultation and manufacture through to systems tailored to the needs of specific 
industries. eScRYPt is a subsidiary of etaS gmbh, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Bosch group.

Daimler AG
Daimler ag is one of the most successful automotive companies in the world. its activities cover Mercedes-Benz 
cars, Daimler trucks, Mercedes-Benz Vans, Daimler Buses and Daimler Financial Services making it one of the larg-
est producers of premium vehicles and the world‘s largest commercial vehicle producer. in the field of alternative 
drive development, Daimler is the only vehicle manufacturer to invest in hybrid as well as in electric and fuel-cell 
engines with the goal of realising sustainable emission-free driving. the it security group of the Research & Devel-
opment unit at Daimler ag boasts wide-ranging experience and expertise in all aspects of it security. this includes 
in-vehicle V2X security structures and reference implementations for test sites as well as project management.
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smartlab Innovationsgesellschaft mbH
Sharing ideas, pooling resources, experiencing the future: smartlab innovationsgesellschaft, a company owned by 
the municipal utilities of aachen, Duisburg and Osnabrück, is bringing green electricity to our roads via its initiative 
ladenetz.de. 
„ladenetz.de – experience the future“ is a joint venture set up by the municipal utilities and dedicated to intro-
ducing, developing and promoting electromobility. local energy providers can join the ladenetz.de initiative as 
partners to gain cost-effective and future-oriented access to the electromobility business segment. twenty-eight 
municipal utilities from Sylt to Munich are already part of the ladenetz.de brand. ladenetz.de uses a common it sys-
tem to offer easy and customer-friendly use of all charging stations owned by partner municipal utilities. Wherever 
municipal utility customers recharge their electric vehicles, their own municipal utility remains their official contact 
partner and power supplier. smartlab is continually expanding cross-border electromobility via its e-clearing.net 
initiative.

cONtact

Westphalian University of Applied Sciences 
institute for internet Security 
Neidenburger Straße 43
45877 gelsenkirchen

Dipl.-ing. antonio gonzález Robles
+49 (0)209 95 96 746
gonzalezrobles@internet-sicherheit.de

ESCRYPT GmbH – Embedded Security
lise-Meitner-allee 4
44801 Bochum

Dipl.-ing. thomas Kwiecien
+49 (0)234 43 87 02 35
thomas.kwiecien@escrypt.com

Daimler AG
70546 Stuttgart

Dr. albert held
+49 (0)731 50 52 831
albert.held@daimler.com

smartlab Innovationsgesellschaft mbH
lombardenstraße 12 – 22
52070 aachen

hauke hinrichs
+49 (0)241 18 11 942
hinrichs@smartlab-gmbh.de
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PROject DeScRiPtiON

Inclusive Quality of Life (LEQUI): Innovative assisted living concepts for older people with disabilities
 
the number of older people with mental disabilities is set to rise significantly in the future. this demographic trend 
coincides with a shift in support for people with disabilities, a shift associated with inclusion and self-determina-
tion. More and more people with mental disabilities are staying in their own homes well into old age and want to 
determine their own retirement with home care support. Providers of care for the disabled, senior citizen employ-
ment and local authorities therefore need to be prepared. the objective of the leQUi project – financed by the 
german Federal Ministry of education and Research (BMBF) and jointly carried out by the kathO NRW (catholic 
University of applied Sciences of North Rhine-Westphalia) and the landschaftsverband Westfalen-lippe (Regional 
association of Westphalia-lippe) – was to develop the foundations for living and support services for people with 
disabilities as a response to the demographic shift and the principles of inclusion and self-determination men-
tioned above. Researchers first predicted how the demographic shift would affect adults with disabilities, and then 
determined the needs of this ageing social group. their recommendations show how home care services can work 
flexibly alongside different support systems and how older people with disabilities can be helped to lead a self-
determined life in their own homes. Particular focus is given here to the responsibilities of health care services as 
well as to maintaining informal, personal social relationships in old age. Partners and children are often not around 
so contact to neighbours or friends, for example, is vital for quality of life.

cOMPaNY DeScRiPtiON

the catholic University of applied Sciences of North Rhine-Westphalia (KathO) specialises in vocational training 
and applied research and focuses on personal and professional approaches based on the christian world view. 
With campuses in aachen, cologne, Münster and Paderborn, it is germany’s largest church-supported private uni-
versity with state certification. it was founded in 1971 by the five catholic dioceses of North Rhine-Westphalia 
and is financed in large part by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. the catholic University of applied Sciences 
provides a personal setting in which approximately 4,500 students can study. around 100 professors and 240 lec-
turers impart knowledge, expertise and methods in the fields of social services, health science and theology. the 
University has an important research role in these fields, developing solutions and putting its research findings into 
practice. it specialises in nursing, substance abuse prevention, health, social psychiatry, gender, transculturalism, 
ageing and disability.

cONtact
 
Catholic University of Applied Sciences of North Rhine-Westphalia
Münster campus
Piusallee 89
48147 Münster

Prof. Dr. Friedrich Dieckmann (Spokesperson)
Prof. Dr. Sabine Schäper
Prof. Dr. heinrich greving
+49 (0)251 41 76 751
f.dieckmann@katho-nrw.de
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 “Nachhaltige Forschung an Fachhochschulen in NRW”, 2015

c/o zefo Zentrum für Forschungskommunikation
cologne University of applied Sciences | KiSD
Ubierring 40 | 50678 cologne
info@fachhochschulen-nrw.de
www.fachhochschulen-nrw.de
http://www.facebook.com/lebendige forschung

Ownership rights to all texts and photographs are held by each university.
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