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This brochure provides a first insight into research in Germany in the fields of 
geosciences and environmental sciences and is especially recommended to early 
career researchers from abroad.

Research in geosciences and environmental sciences in Germany is primarily 
conducted at universities but also at non-university research institutions. almost all 
universities host a section in these scientific fields. The spectrum ranges from small 
monothematic working groups to large interdisciplinary departments and covers a 
variety of topics from traditional areas to new explorative research fields.

this brochure is intended to give an initial overview. the following map and tables 
highlight research consortia and graduate training programmes at universities and 
non-university research institutes with a main focus on geosciences and environmental 
sciences.

on top of this, there is a lot more to discover: e.g. the dFG funds a multitude of 
individual projects in the area of geosciences and environmental sciences. these 
individual grants outweigh the research consortia both in number and in overall 
funding volume. Towards the end of this brochure, you will find a link to the online 
database GePRis that provides an overview of all dFG funded research projects. 
You will also find additional important links for further information about programmes 
in the fields of geosciences and environmental sciences and profiles of German 
universities and research institutions.

We invite you to explore the many opportunities that Germany has to offer and 
welcome your feedback.

PReFace
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Collaborative Research Centres/Transregios

Clusters of Excellence

Research Training Groups

International Research Training Groups

Integrated Research Training Groups in 
Clusters of Excellence

Integrated Research Training Groups in 
Collaborative Research Centres/Transregios

Helmholtz Centres

Leibniz Institutes 

Max Planck Institutes

Others

Helmholtz Graduate Schools

Leibniz Graduate Schools

International Max Planck 
Research Schools

DFG funded Priority Programmes and Research Units are not shown on the map since they are not 
necessarily located at a single location; they are listed on pages 11 and 13.
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Clusters of Excellence (EXC) were established at universities in the framework of the 
German excellence initiative and promote cutting-edge research. their objective is to 
engage in scientific networking and collaboration in research fields of particular 
promise for the future. they also offer excellent training conditions and career 
opportunities for early career researchers.

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC) are organisational units established at 
universities which enable researchers to pursue an outstanding research programme 
crossing the boundaries of disciplines, institutes, departments and faculties. the 
traditional collaborative Research centre is generally applied for by one university 
and is conducted by researchers of that university. early career support is a key 
objective of the collaborative Research centre Programme. early career researchers 
may get involved in a cRc in numerous ways, for example within the framework of 
an integrated Research training Group. collaborative Research centres are funded 
for a period of up to 12 years.

Transregios (TRR) are collaborative Research centres in which up to three universities 
collaborate with each other and submit a joint application. the contributions of the 
cooperative partners are essential, complementary and synergetic to the joint 
research objective. Funding facilitates close, nationwide collaboration among the 
participating universities and researchers, as well as networking and shared use of 
resources. there is also the option of international transregios.

CEnTREs oF ReseaRcH 
- funded by dfg-

centRes oF ReseaRcH

Location Institution Tit le Funded Since Contact

clusteRs oF excellence

Bremen
universität Bremen The Ocean in the Earth 

System - MARUM - Center 
for Marine Environmental 
Sciences (EXC 309)

2007 www.marum.de

Hamburg
universität Hamburg Integrated Climate System 

Analysis and Prediction 
(CliSAP) (EXC 177)

2007 www.clisap.de

Kiel
christian-albrechts-
universität zu Kiel

The Future Ocean (EXC 80) 2006 www.futureocean.org

collaBoRative ReseaRcH centRes

 
cologne

universität zu Köln Our Way to Europe: 
Culture-Environment 
Interaction and Human 
Mobility in the Late 
Quaternary (CRC 806)

2009 www.sfb806.de

 
Hannover

Gottfried Wilhelm 
leibniz universität 
Hannover

Relativistic Geodesy and 
Gravimetry with Quantum 
Sensors (geo-Q) (CRC 1128)

2014 www.geoq.uni-
hannover.de

 
Jena

Friedrich-schiller-
universität Jena

AquaDiva: Understanding 
the Links between Surface 
and Subsurface 
Biogeosphere (CRC 1076)

2013 www.aquadiva.uni-
jena.de

 
Kiel

christian-albrechts-
universität zu Kiel

Climate-Biogeochemistry 
Interactions in the Tropical 
Ocean (CRC 754)

2008 www.sfb754.de

collaBoRative ReseaRcH centRes/tRansReGios

aachen

Bonn

cologne

Jülich

Rheinisch-
Westfälische 
technische  
Hochschule aachen

Rheinische Friedrich-
Wilhelms-universität 
Bonn

universität zu Köln

Forschungszentrum 
Jülich

Patterns in Soil-Vegetation-
Atmosphere-Systems: 
Monitoring, Modelling and 
Data Assimilation (TRR 32)

2007 http://tr32.uni-koeln.
de

http://www.marum.de
http://www.clisap.de
http://www.futureocean.org
http://www.sfb806.de
http://www.geoq.uni-hannover.de
http://www.geoq.uni-hannover.de
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de
http://www.sfb754.de
http://tr32.uni-koeln.de
http://tr32.uni-koeln.de
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REsEaRCh UnITs
- funded by dfg-

Research Units (FOR) often contribute to establishing new research directions. Research 
units are made up of a team of researchers working together on a research project 
which is often of an interdisciplinary nature. Research units consist of several researchers 
and subprojects. the subprojects of a Research unit are often located at several 
locations throughout Germany. Research units are generally funded for up to six years.

Research units are not shown on the map. only the titles of the thematic focus and the 
project websites are listed.

Title Funded Since Contact

Multiscale Dynamics of Gravity Waves (MS-GWaves) 
(FOR 1898)

2014 tba

Data Assimilation for Improved Characterization of 
Fluxes across Compartmental Interfaces (FOR 2131)

2013 www2.meteo.uni-bonn.de/
for2131/doku.php

A New Approach toward Improved Estimates of 
Atlantic Ocean Freshwater Budgets and Transports as 
Part of the Global Hydrological Cycle (FOR 1740)

2013 http://gepris.dfg.de
Keyword: FoR 1740

CHARON: Marine Carbonate Archives: Controls on 
Carbonate Pecipitation and Pathways of Diagenetic 
Alteration (FOR 1644)

2013 www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/charon

Urban Climate and Heat Stress in Mid-Latitude Cities 
in View of Climate Change (UCaHS) (FOR 1736)

2012 www.ucahs.org

From Catchments as Organised Systems to Models 
based on Dynamic Functional Units (CAOS)  
(FOR 1598)

2011 www.caos-project.de

INUIT - Ice Nuclei Research UnIT (FOR 1525) 2011 www.ice-nuclei.de

Mapping on Demand (MoD) (FOR 1505) 2011 www.ipb.uni-bonn.de/projects/
mod

Space-Time Reference Systems for Monitoring Global 
Change and for Precise Navigation in Space  
(FOR 1503)

2011 ww2.erdrotation.de

Himalaya: Modern and Past Climates (HIMPAC)  
(FOR 1380)

2010 www.himpac.org

Stratospheric Change and its Role for Climate 
Prediction (SHARP) (FOR 1095)

2009 www.geo.fu-berlin.de/sharp

Experimental Impact Cratering - The MEMIN II 
Program (Multidisciplinary Experimental and 
Modeling Impact Research Network) (FOR 887)

2009 www.memin.de

Multi-Scale Interfaces in Unsaturated Soil (MUSIS) 
(FOR 1083)

2008 www.musis.uni-hannover.de

Predictability And Dynamics Of Weather Systems in 
the Atlantic-European Sector (PANDOWAE)  
(FOR 896)

2008 www.pandowae.de

Natural Halogenation Processes in the Environment 
- Atmosphere and Soil (FOR 763)

2008 www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.
de/~h05/haloproc/fg763

Function and Performance Enhancement in the 
Mammalian Dentition - Phylogenetic and Ontogenetic 
Impact on the Masticatory Apparatus (FOR 771)

2007 www.for771.uni-bonn.de

Nanoscale Processes and Geomaterials Properties 
(FOR 741)

2007 http://for741.de

ReseaRcH units

http://www2.meteo.uni-bonn.de/for2131/doku.php
http://www2.meteo.uni-bonn.de/for2131/doku.php
http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/198122929?language=en
http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/198122929?language=en
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/charon
http://www.ucahs.org
http://www.caos-project.de
http://www.ice-nuclei.de
http://www.ipb.uni-bonn.de/projects/MoD
http://www.ipb.uni-bonn.de/projects/MoD
http://ww2.erdrotation.de
http://www.himpac.org
http://www.geo.fu-berlin.de/sharp
http://www.memin.de
http://www.musis.uni-hannover.de
http://www.pandowae.de
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~h05/haloproc/fg763
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~h05/haloproc/fg763
http://www.for771.uni-bonn.de
http://for741.de
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PRIORITy PROgRammEs
- funded by dfg-

Priority Programmes (sPP) have a programmatic focus and have the purpose of 
advancing knowledge in an emerging field of research through collaborative networked 
support. they are characterised by their enhanced quality of research through the use of 
new methods and forms of collaboration in emerging fields. As a rule, one programme 
can consist of up to 30 individual researchers and subprojects located at several 
institutions across Germany; it usually has one coordinating person. Priority Programmes 
normally receive funding for a period of six years.

Priority Programmes are not shown on the map. only the titles of the overall themes  
and the project website are listed.

Title Funded Since Contact

Building a Habitable Earth (SPP 1833) 2014 www.habitableearth.uni-koeln.de

EarthShape: Earth Surface Shaping by Biota  
(SPP 1803)

2014 www.earthshape.net

Study of Earth System Dynamics with a Constellation 
of Potential Field Missions (DynamicEarth) (SPP 1788)

2014 www.swarm-projektbuero.de/
projektbuero/dfg-spp1788-
dynamicearth/

Flexibility Matters: Interplay between Trait Diversity 
and Ecological Dynamics Using Aquatic Communities 
as Model Systems (DynaTrait) (SPP 1704)

2014 www.dynatrait.de

Climate Engineering: Risks, Challenges, Opportuni-
ties? (SPP 1689)

2013 www.spp-climate-engineering.de

Planetary Magnetism (PlanetMag) (SPP 1488) 2010 www.planetmag.de (de) 

The first 10 Million Years of the Solar System - A 
Planetary Materials Approach (SPP 1385)

2010 www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.
de/~ia2

South Atlantic Margin Processes and Links with 
Onshore Evolution (SAMPLE) (SPP 1375)

2008 www.sample-spp.de

Atmospheric and Earth System Research with the 
"High Altitude and LOng Range Research Aircraft" 
(HALO) (SPP 1294)

2007 www.uni-frankfurt.de/44037420/
Halo (de)

Antarctic Research with Comparative Investigations in 
Arctic Ice Areas (SPP 1158)

2003 www.spp-antarktisforschung.de

International Continental Drilling Program (ICDP)  
(SPP 1006)

1995 www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/icdP_
Homepage

Ocean Drilling Program/Deep Sea Drilling Project 
(IODP) (SPP 527)

1979 www.bgr.bund.de/de/themen/
marineRohstoffforschung/iodP 
(de)

PRioRity PRoGRammes

http://www.habitableearth.uni-koeln.de
http://www.earthshape.net
http://www.swarm-projektbuero.de/projektbuero/dfg-spp1788-dynamicearth/
http://www.swarm-projektbuero.de/projektbuero/dfg-spp1788-dynamicearth/
http://www.swarm-projektbuero.de/projektbuero/dfg-spp1788-dynamicearth/
http://www.dynatrait.de
http://www.spp-climate-engineering.de
http://www.planetmag.de
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~ia2
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~ia2
http://www.sample-spp.de
http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/44037420/Halo
http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/44037420/Halo
http://www.spp-antarktisforschung.de
http://www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/ICDP_Homepage
http://www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/ICDP_Homepage
http://www.bgr.bund.de/DE/Themen/MarineRohstoffforschung/IODP
http://www.bgr.bund.de/DE/Themen/MarineRohstoffforschung/IODP
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The helmholtz association contributes to solving major challenges facing society, 
science and industry with world-level research in six areas: energy, earth and environ-
ment, health, key technologies, structure of matter and aeronautics, space and trans-
port. With more than 34,000 employees in 18 research centres and an annual 
budget of approximately 3.76 billion euros, the Helmholtz association is Germany’s 
largest scientific organisation. www.helmholtz.de

The Leibniz association is an umbrella organisation of 89 research institutes. the 
annual budget amounts to 1.45 billion euros. some 8,800 researchers – more than 
1,100 of them from abroad – work on a widely diverse range of subjects, including 
the humanities and social sciences, economics, spatial and life sciences, mathematics, 
natural and engineering sciences and environmental research.  
www.leibniz-association.eu

The max Planck society for the advancement of science is one of Germany’s largest 
independent non-profit research organisations. The Max Planck Society has been 
allocated just under 1.53 billion euros for 2013. a combined total of more than 
10,000 researchers, postdoctoral/junior researchers and visiting researchers at 83 
max Planck institutes conduct basic research in the natural sciences, life sciences, 
social sciences and humanities. one third of the researchers and more than half of the 
junior and visiting researchers come from abroad. www.mpg.de 

Location Institution Contact

HelmHoltz centRes

 Bremerhaven Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and 
Marine Research (AWI)

www.awi.de

 cologne German Aerospace Center (DLR) www.dlr.de

 Geesthacht Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht - Centre for Materials and 
Coastal Research (HZG)

www.hzg.de 

 Jülich Forschungszentrum Jülich (FZ Jülich) www.fz-juelich.de

 Karlsruhe Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) www.kit.edu

 Kiel GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel www.geomar.de

 leipzig Helmholtz Center for Environmental Research (UFZ) www.ufz.de

 Potsdam Helmholtz Centre Potsdam - GFZ German Research Centre 
for Geosciences

www.gfz-potsdam.de

leiBniz institutes

 Berlin Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries 
(IGB)

www.igb-berlin.de

 Berlin Museum für Naturkunde - Leibniz Institute for Evolution 
and Biodiversity Science (MfN)

www.naturkunde 
museum-berlin.de

 Bochum Deutsches Bergbau-Museum - German Mining Museum 
Bochum (DBM)

www.bergbaumuseum.
de

 Bremen Leibniz Center for Tropical Marine Ecology (ZMT) www.zmt-bremen.de

 dresden Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional 
Development (IOER)

www.ioer.de

 Hannover Leibniz Institute for Applied Geophysics (LIAG) www.liag-hannover.de

 Frankfurt Senckenberg Research Institute and Natural History 
Museum 

www.senckenberg.de

 Kühlungsborn Leibniz Institute of Atmospheric Physics at the University 
Rostock (IAP)

www.iap-kborn.de

 leipzig Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography (IFL) www.ifl-leipzig.de

 leipzig Leibniz Institute for Tropospheric Research (TROPOS) www.tropos.de

 müncheberg Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF) www.zalf.de

 Potsdam Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) www.pik-potsdam.de

  Warnemünde Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research Warnemünde (IOW) www.io-warnemuende.
de

  Wilhelms- 
haven

Senckenberg by the Sea www.senckenberg.de

max PlancK institutes

 Bremen Max Planck Institute for Marine Microbiology (MPI-MM) www.mpi-bremen.de

 Hamburg Max Planck Institute for Meteorology (MPI-M) www.mpimet.mpg.de

ReseaRcH at non-univeRsity ReseaRcH institutionsReseaRcH at 
nOn-UnIvERsITy ReseaRcH institutions

http://www.helmholtz.de
http://www.mpg.de
http://www.awi.de
http://www.dlr.de
http://www.hzg.de
http://www.fz-juelich.de
http://www.kit.edu
http://www.geomar.de
http://www.ufz.de
http://www.gfz-potsdam.de
http://www.igb-berlin.de
http://www.naturkundemuseum-berlin.de
http://www.naturkundemuseum-berlin.de
http://www.bergbaumuseum.de
http://www.bergbaumuseum.de
http://www.zmt-bremen.de
http://www.ioer.de
http://www.liag-hannover.de
http://www.senckenberg.de
http://www.iap-kborn.de
http://www.ifl-leipzig.de
http://www.tropos.de
http://www.zalf.de
http://www.pik-potsdam.de
http://www.io-warnemuende.de
http://www.io-warnemuende.de
http://www.senckenberg.de
http://www.mpi-bremen.de
http://www.mpimet.mpg.de
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Location Institution Contact

 Jena Max Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry (BGC-Jena) www.bgc-jena.mpg.de

 mainz Max Planck Institute for Chemistry (MPIC) www.mpic.de

 marburg Max Planck Institute for Terrestrial Microbiology (MPI-
Marburg)

www.mpi-marburg.
mpg.de

otHeRs

 Bayreuth Bavarian Research Institute of Experimental Geochemistry 
and Geophysics, University of Bayreuth (BGI)

www.bgi.uni-bayreuth.
de

 Bochum International Geothermal Center (GZB) www.geothermie-
zentrum.de

 Braunschweig Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute, Federal Research 
Institute for Rural Areas, Forestry and Fisheries 

www.ti.bund.de

 Frankfurt Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy (BKG) www.bkg.bund.de

 Frankfurt Institute for Social-Ecological Research (ISOE) www.isoe.de

 Hannover Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources 
(BGR)

www.bgr.bund.de

 Koblenz German Federal Institute of Hydrology (BfG) www.bafg.de

 mülheim IWW Water Centre www.iww-online.de

 munich Commission for Glaziologie of the Bavarian Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities 

www.glaciology.de 

 offenbach Germany's National Meteorological Service (DWD) www.dwd.de 

 schiltach Black Forest Observatory (BFO) www.bfo.geophys.
uni-stuttgart.de

  Wilhelms- 
haven

Lower Saxony Institute for Historical Coastal Research 
(NIhK)

www.nihk.de

 zugspitze Environmental Research Station Schneefernerhaus www.schneefernerhaus.
de

Location Institution Contact

  Berlin

    Bremen

    cottbus

    dresden

    Flintbek

    Freiburg

    Güstrow

    Halle/saale

    Hamburg

    Hannover

    Hof

    Krefeld

    mainz

    saarbrücken

    Weimar

    Wiesbaden

State Geological Surveys of Germany (GSO) www.infogeo.de

ReseaRcH at non-univeRsity ReseaRcH institutions ReseaRcH at non-univeRsity ReseaRcH institutions

http://www.bgc-jena.mpg.de
http://www.mpic.de
http://www.mpi-marburg.mpg.de
http://www.mpi-marburg.mpg.de
http://www.bgi.uni-bayreuth.de
http://www.bgi.uni-bayreuth.de
http://www.geothermie-zentrum.de
http://www.geothermie-zentrum.de
http://www.ti.bund.de
http://www.bkg.bund.de
http://www.isoe.de
http://www.bgr.bund.de
http://www.bafg.de
http://www.iww-online.de
http://www.glaciology.de
http://www.dwd.de
http://www.bfo.geophys.uni-stuttgart.de
http://www.bfo.geophys.uni-stuttgart.de
http://www.nihk.de
http://www.schneefernerhaus.de
http://www.schneefernerhaus.de
http://www.infogeo.de
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Research Training groups (RTg) combine an ambitious research programme at 
universities with comprehensive training, tailored supervision and academic freedom to 
form an ideal environment for a successful doctorate. Research training Groups can also 
have an interdisciplinary approach. they are funded for a period of up to nine years.

International Research Training groups (IRTg) provide opportunities for joint doctoral 
training programmes between German universities and universities abroad. the research 
and study programmes are jointly developed and supervised. doctoral students in the 
programme spend six months at the partner institution.

Integrated Research Training groups (within clusters of excellence or collaborative 
Research centres/transregios) offer ideal research environments for doctoral researchers. 
the main aim of these structured training programmes is to provide young scientists and 
academics with opportunities to independently carry out research at an early stage of 
their career. the programmes further take care to closely integrate early career 
researchers into an academic network. Working in clusters of excellence or 
collaborative Research centres projects, doctoral researchers achieve additional 
qualifications. As research assistants in these projects, they contribute to the Research 
centre’s success. they are closely involved with the projects and have access to the 
entire project infrastructure.

gRadUaTE TRaInIng 
- funded by dfg-

Location Institution Title Funded Since Contact

ReseaRcH tRaininG GRouPs

Berlin
technische 
universität Berlin

Urban Water Interfaces  
(RTG 2032)

2014 tba

Jena
Friedrich-schiller-
universität Jena

Alteration and Element 
Mobility at the Microbe-
Mineral Interface  
(RTG 1257)

2006 www.gk-alteration.
uni-jena.de

Potsdam
universität Potsdam Shaping the Earth's Surface 

in a Variable Environment: 
Interactions between 
Tectonics, Climate and 
Biosphere in the African-
Asian Monsoonal Region 
(RTG 1364)

2006 www.geo.uni-
potsdam.de/
graduiertenkolleg

inteRnational ReseaRcH tRaininG GRouPs

Bremen

Hamilton 
(new 
zealand)

universität Bremen

university of 
Waikato 

INTERCOAST - Integrated 
Coastal Zone and Shelf-Sea 
Research (IRTG 1598)

2009 www.intercoast.uni-
bremen.de

Bremen

montréal 
(canada)

universität Bremen

université du 
Québec à montréal 

ArcTrain - Processes and 
Impacts of Climate Change in 
the North Atlantic Ocean 
and the Canadian Arctic 
(IRTG 1904)

2013 www.marum.de/
arctrain.html 

stuttgart

Bergen 
(norway)

delft 
(nether-
lands)

eindhoven 
(nether-
lands)

utrecht 
(nether-
lands)

Wagen- 
ingen 
(nether-
lands)

universität stuttgart

university of Bergen

delft university of 
technology

university of 
technology 
eindhoven

utrecht university

Wageningen 
university

Non-Linearities and Upscaling 
in PoroUS Media (NUPUS) 
(IRTG 1398)

2007 www.nupus.uni-
stuttgart.de

GRaduate tRaininG

http://www.gk-alteration.uni-jena.de
http://www.gk-alteration.uni-jena.de
http://www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/graduiertenkolleg
http://www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/graduiertenkolleg
http://www.geo.uni-potsdam.de/graduiertenkolleg
http://www.marum.de/ArcTrain.html
http://www.marum.de/ArcTrain.html
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GRaduate tRaininG GRaduate tRaininG

Location Institution Title Funded Since Contact

stuttgart

tübingen

Waterloo 
(canada)

universität  
Hohenheim

eberhard Karls 
universität tübingen

university of 
Waterloo

Integrated Hydrosystem 
Modelling (IRTG 1829)

2012 www.geo.
uni-tuebingen.
de/forschung/
international-
research-training-
group-integrated-
hydrosystem-
modelling.html

inteGRated ReseaRcH tRaininG GRouPs in clusteRs oF excellence

Bremen
universität Bremen Bremen International 

Graduate School for Marine 
Sciences (GLOMAR)  
(EXC 309, MARUM)

2007 www.marum.de/
GlomaR.html

Hamburg
universität Hamburg School of Integrated Climate 

System Sciences (SICSS) 
(EXC 177, CliSAP)

2007 www.sicss.de

Kiel
christian-albrechts- 
universität zu Kiel

Integrated School of Ocean 
Sciences (ISOS)  
(EXC 80, The Future Ocean)

2006 www.futureocean.
org/de/isos

inteGRated ReseaRcH tRaininG GRouPs in collaBoRative ReseaRcH centRes

cologne
universität zu Köln Integrated Research Training 

Group within: Our Way to 
Europe: Culture-Environment 
Interaction and Human 
Mobility in the Late 
Quaternary (CRC 806)

2009 http://sfb806irtg.
uni-koeln.de

Hannover
Gottfried Wilhelm 
leibniz universität 
Hannover

Integrated Research Training 
Group "geo-Q Research 
School" within: Relativistic 
Geodesy and Gravimetry 
with Quantum Sensors 
(geo-Q) (CRC 1128)

2014 www.geoq.uni-
hannover.de

Jena
Friedrich-schiller- 
universität Jena

Integrated Research Training 
Group "AquaDiva" within: 
AquaDiva: Understanding 
the Links between Surface 
and Subsurface Biogeo-
sphere (CRC 1076)

2013 www.aquadiva.
uni-jena.de/
Graduate+school.
html

Location Institution Title Funded Since Contact

inteGRated ReseaRcH tRaininG GRouPs in collaBoRative ReseaRcH centRes/
tRansReGios

aachen

Bonn

cologne

Jülich

Rheinisch- 
Westfälische 
technische 
Hochschule aachen

Rheinische Friedrich- 
Wilhelms-universität 
Bonn

universität zu Köln

Forschungszentrum 
Jülich 

Graduate School within: 
Patterns in Soil-Vegetation- 
Atmosphere-Systems: 
Monitoring, Modelling and 
Data Assimilation (TRR 32)

2007 http://tr32new.uni-
koeln.de/index.php/
irtg/graduate-school

http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/forschung/international-research-training-group-integrated-hydrosystem-modelling.html
http://www.marum.de/GLOMAR.html
http://www.marum.de/GLOMAR.html
http://www.futureocean.org/de/isos
http://www.futureocean.org/de/isos
http://sfb806irtg.uni-koeln.de
http://sfb806irtg.uni-koeln.de
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de/Graduate+school.html
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de/Graduate+school.html
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de/Graduate+school.html
http://www.aquadiva.uni-jena.de/Graduate+school.html
http://http://tr32new.uni-koeln.de/index.php/irtg/graduate-school
http://http://tr32new.uni-koeln.de/index.php/irtg/graduate-school
http://http://tr32new.uni-koeln.de/index.php/irtg/graduate-school


> 24 25 <

gRadUaTE TRaInIng 
- at non-university research institutions-

GRaduate tRaininG

helmholtz graduate schools provide a roof under which a varied number of curricula 
in different fields, or across disciplines, can find a home. Helmholtz Graduate 
schools constitute a valuable addition to the wide range of training programmes 
available within the Helmholtz association. they offer optimal conditions for Phd 
students to work and enable them to create a network of contacts with fellow 
university researchers while also fostering the integration of participants into the 
research environment. 

Leibniz graduate schools were established to foster the systematic promotion of 
junior researchers. young researchers are given the opportunity to do their doctorates 
in an excellent, collaborative, cross-disciplinary research environment. to this end, 
leibniz institutions cooperate closely with universities. as every leibniz institution 
focuses on clearly defined, socially-relevant themes, doctoral candidates have a 
wealth of networking opportunities in a large, dedicated scientific community. The 
particular character of research at the institutions in the leibniz association, which 
includes fundamental, large-scale and application-oriented research, means doctoral 
candidates can conduct research from basic idea right through to application.

International max Planck Research schools (ImPRs) offer talented German and 
international junior scientists the opportunity to earn a doctorate under excellent 
research conditions. the research schools are established by one or several max 
Planck institutes. these imPRs work in close cooperation with universities and other 
– sometimes international – research institutions. this provides an extraordinary 
framework for the graduate students to work in, and is a great advantage in 
interdisciplinary research projects, or in projects that require special equipment.

Location Tit le Contact

HelmHoltz GRaduate scHools

  Bremer- 
haven

Helmholtz Graduate School for Polar and Marine Research 
(POLMAR)

http://polmar.awi.de

  Bremer- 
haven

Helmholtz Research School on Earth System Science (ESSReS) http://earth-system-
science.org

 Garmisch- 
    Parten 
    kirchen

Helmholtz Research School on Mechanisms and Interactions of 
Climate Change in Mountain Regions (MICMoR)

www.micmor.kit.edu

 Karlsruhe GRACE - GRAduate School for Climate and Environment www.grace.kit.edu

 Kiel Helmholtz Research School Ocean System Science and 
Technology (HOSST)

www.geomar.de/
studieren/phd/hosst/

 leipzig Helmholtz Research School for Ecosystem Services under 
Changing Land-Use and Climate (ESCALATE)

www.ufz.de/escalate

 leipzig Helmholtz Interdisciplinary GRADuate School for Environmen-
tal Research (HIGRADE) 

www.ufz.de/higrade

 Potsdam Helmholtz Graduate Research School for Explorative 
Simulation of Earth Sciences (GeoSim)

www.geo-x.net/
geosim

leiBniz GRaduate scHools

 Bremen Leibniz Graduate School SUTAS (Sustainable Use of Tropical 
Aquatic Systems) 

www.zmt-bremen.de/
sutas.html

 dresden Dresden Leibniz Graduate School (DLGS) www.dlgs-dresden.de

  Kühlungs-
born

International Leibniz Graduate School for Gravity Waves and 
Turbulence in the Atmosphere and Ocean (ILWAO)

www.lsm.uni-
rostock.de/en/
lsm-forschung/lsm-
forschung-exzellenz/
lsm-fe-ilwao

 leipzig Leipzig Graduate School on Clouds, Aerosols and Radiation 
(LGS-CAR)

www.lgs-car.tropos.
de

 Potsdam Leibniz Graduate School: Agricultural Techniques: Potentials 
and Costs of Greenhouse Gas Mitigation (LandPaKT)

www.landpakt.atb-
potsdam.de

inteRnational max PlancK ReseaRcH scHools (imPRs)

 Bremen IMPRS of Marine Microbiology (MarMic) www.marmic.mpg.
de/marmic

  Hamburg IMPRS on Earth System Modelling (IMPRS-ESM) www.mpimet.mpg.
de/phd-program/
imprs-esm.html

 Jena IMPRS for Global Biogeochemical Cycles (IMPRS-gBGC) www.imprs-gbgc.de

 marburg IMPRS for Environmental, Cellular and Molecular Microbiology 
(IMPRS-MIC)

www.imprs-
microbiology.mpg.de

http://www.micmor.kit.edu
http://www.geomar.de/studieren/phd/hosst/
http://www.geomar.de/studieren/phd/hosst/
http://www.geo-x.net/geosim
http://www.geo-x.net/geosim
http://www.zmt-bremen.de/SUTAS.html
http://www.zmt-bremen.de/SUTAS.html
http://www.lsm.uni-rostock.de/en/lsm-forschung/lsm-forschung-exzellenz/lsm-fe-ilwao
http://www.lsm.uni-rostock.de/en/lsm-forschung/lsm-forschung-exzellenz/lsm-fe-ilwao
http://www.lsm.uni-rostock.de/en/lsm-forschung/lsm-forschung-exzellenz/lsm-fe-ilwao
http://www.lsm.uni-rostock.de/en/lsm-forschung/lsm-forschung-exzellenz/lsm-fe-ilwao
http://www.lsm.uni-rostock.de/en/lsm-forschung/lsm-forschung-exzellenz/lsm-fe-ilwao
http://www.lgs-car.tropos.de
http://www.lgs-car.tropos.de
http://www.marmic.mpg.de/marmic
http://www.marmic.mpg.de/marmic
http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/phd-program/imprs-esm.html
http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/phd-program/imprs-esm.html
http://www.mpimet.mpg.de/phd-program/imprs-esm.html
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sOCIETIEs and assOCIaTIOns  
in GeRmany:

deutsche Geophysikalische Gesellschaft (dGG): www.dgg-online.de (de)

deutsche Gesellschaft für Geowissenschaften (dGG): www.dgg.de (de)

deutsche Gesellschaft für limnologie (dGl): www.dgl-ev.de (de)

deutsche Gesellschaft für meeresforschung (dGm): www.dg-meeresforschung.de (de)

deutsche Gesellschaft für Polarforschung (dGP): www.dgp-ev.de (de)

deutsche Hydrographische Gesellschaft (dHyG): www.dhyg.de (de)

deutsche meteorologische Gesellschaft (dmG): www.dmg-ev.de (de)

Geologische vereinigung (Gv): www.g-v.de

German association for Water, Wastewater and Waste (dWa): www.dwa.de

German Geographical society (dGfG): www.geography-in-germany.de

German Hydrological society (dHG): www.dhydrog.de (de)

German mineralogical society (dmG): www.dmg-home.de

German Professional association of Geoscientists (BdG): www.geoberuf.de

German Quaternary association (deuQua): www.deuqua.org

German society for Photogrammetry, Remote sensing and Geoinformation (dGPF): 
www.dgpf.de (de)

German soil science society (dBG): www.dbges.de

Paläontologische Gesellschaft: www.palges.de

society for Geodesy, Geoinformation and land management (dvW): www.dvw.de

OPEn POsITIOns:
Research in Germany: www.research-in-germany.de/jobs

euRaxess – Researchers in motion: www.ec.europa.eu/euraxess/jobs

Fraunhofer society: www.fraunhofer.de/en/jobs-career

Helmholtz association: www.helmholtz.de/en/jobs_talents

leibniz association: www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/karriere (de)

max Planck society: www.mpg.de/jobboard

http://www.research-in-germany.de/jobs
http://www.fraunhofer.de/en/jobs-career
http://www.helmholtz.de/en/jobs_talents
http://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/karriere
http://www.mpg.de/jobboard
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nOTEs:

german Project Information system (gEPRIs): online 
database providing information about all current dFG-
funded research projects and contact information for the 
Principal investigators. http://gepris.dfg.de

The Research Explorer: information on more than 19 000 
institutes at German universities and non-university research 
institutions, searchable by geographic location, subject and 
other structural criteria. http://research-explorer.dfg.de

Website of the dFg: Further background information about 
dFG funding programmes, funding guidelines, and lists of 
currently dFG-funded activities. www.dfg.de 

The german Rectors’ Conference (hRK) Research map:  
Information about 329 main areas that define the 
interdisciplinary research priorities at 74 German 
universities. www.hrk.de/6754.php  

The higher Education Compass: information on Germany’s 
higher education institutions, the range of courses and 
programmes that they offer, their worldwide cooperation, 
and who to contact locally. www.hochschulkompass.de 

gERman UnIvERsITIEs & REsEaRCh InsTITUTIOns 
individual PRoJects, PRoGRammes, PRoFiles, contacts
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